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TOURISM — STEPHEN WOOD — DISMISSAL 
203. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 
With your indulgence, Mr Speaker, may I first offer my condolences to the member for Central Wheatbelt for the 
demise of her beloved father and welcome her back to the house. I would also like to congratulate the member for 
Cottesloe on his election to this house. May I also take the opportunity to congratulate Cameron Meyer, who today 
won gold at the Commonwealth Games in the men’s individual time trial. Cameron is the brother-in-law to another 
time management expert, my appointment secretary, who went on maternity leave yesterday for their first child. 
I refer to the Premier’s sacking of the director general of the Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation, 
Stephen Wood, who was clearly the fall guy for the incompetence of the government’s junior Minister for Tourism. 
(1) Will the Premier now admit that creating a megadepartment resulted in important functions falling 

through the cracks? 
(2) Does the Premier concede that it is impossible to find a director general with relevant experience that 

covers all the megadepartment’s responsibilities. 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the Leader of the Opposition for the question. I also want to pass on my condolences to the member for 
Central Wheatbelt, the Leader of the National Party, Mia Davies, on the loss of her father, Dexter, who was 
a much-loved figure and I am sure much loved in the family, and this will be a very difficult time for her and her 
family. I welcome her back to the house. Can I also congratulate the member for Cottesloe, who has left the 
chamber already! He has already gone! 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Sitting next to the member for Kalgoorlie has driven him out of this place! 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members, we have had a break. 
Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Scarborough, you have had a good break; be happy. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: My answer is as follows — 
(1)–(2) Regarding what has happened in relation to tourism, I just want to take the house through some of the 

figures. According to figures released by the federal trade minister, Steven Ciobo, between 2014 and 
2017 tourist spending fell in Western Australia by six per cent and total visitor nights fell by five per cent. 
The Tourism Research Australia figures showed that in the year from March 2016 to March 2017, when 
we came to power, visitor numbers fell by five per cent and spending fell by two per cent. The Auditor 
General handed down a report last year into the operation of the then Western Australian Tourism 
Commission, and I quote — 

… inconsistent delivery led to delays in attracting more international and interstate visitors … 
Tourism WA needs to pick up on underperformance quickly and effectively re-prioritise initiatives. 

In the time since we have been in office, we have invested $425 million in certain funding for destination marketing 
and event tourism. We have embraced the two-year action plan. We have ensured that cruise ships return to 
Fremantle and ports around Western Australia, and in particular to Broome. We have led a tourism delegation to 
China in particular. We have met with airlines in China about direct flights to Perth. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The Minister for Tourism, as members know, has been promoting Rottnest Island and 
tourism very effectively in Western Australia. We also have reforms to liquor licensing and the like. 
The government inherited a situation in which tourism — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Dr M.D. Nahan: Why are you firing him? 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Mr Speaker, I have answered the question. 
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